
What Is a
Rectangle?

Written by Allyn Fisher
Art by Amber Cooper, Dixie McCartney, and MLC production staff



What is a Rectangle?
Written by Allyn Fisher
Art by Amber Cooper, Dixie McCartney, and MLC production staff

The Math Learning Center, PO Box 12929, Salem, Oregon 97309 
(800) 575-8130 • www.mathlearningcenter.org

© 2017 by The Math Learning Center 
All rights reserved. 
Printed in the United States of America.

First Printing 2017

This story is excerpted from the read-aloud books included in the Bridges in Mathematics Pre-K 
curriculum. This math-rich collection features theme-based counting and numeral recognition, 
sequencing, shapes and locations, and very early addition and subtraction. For more information 
about these books, including how to order the full printed collection of nine titles, visit 
store.mathlearningcenter.org bridges-2nd-edition/2bpkread.asp.

The Math Learning Center is a nonprofit organization serving the education community. Our mission is 
to inspire and enable individuals to discover and develop their mathematical confidence and ability. We 
offer innovative and standards-based professional development, curriculum, materials, and resources to 
support learning and teaching. To find out more, visit us at www.mathlearningcenter.org.



What Is a
Rectangle?

Written by Allyn Fisher
Art by Amber Cooper, Dixie McCartney, and MLC production staff



A rectangle is a shape  
with 4 straight sides…

Hmm...
this shape reminds me 

of a square, but the sides
 aren’t all the same length. 

I see two long sides and 
two short sides.
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and 4 corners.

How do I get 
out of here?
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This door is shaped  
like a rectangle.

Shhh...



This rug is shaped  
like a rectangle.

Don’t tell anyone
I’m under here,

okay?



This dollar bill is  
shaped like a rectangle.

Oooh! Do you think I
can buy a lot of cookies

with a dollar? 



Rectangles can be big.

Rectangles can be little.



Rectangles can be any color.

A rectangle can sit on its  
long side or its short side.  

It can even sit on  
one of its corners.



Is this a rectangle?  
How do you know?

Is this a rectangle?  
How do you know?



Where are the 
 rectangles?



Rectangles
are 

everywhere!




