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Bridges in Mathematics  
Kindergarten Unit 7

Measurement & 
Teen Numbers
In this unit, your student will:

• Explore weight and length concepts

• Count groups of objects by 10s and 1s to build an understanding of place value

• Compare numbers to determine which number is more than, less than, or equal to 
another number

• Solve addition and subtraction equations and word problems within 10

Your student will practice these skills by solving problems such as these:

PROBLEM COMMENTS

Which object is heavier? Which object is lighter?

The soup is heavier than the boat. 
The balance tipped all the way down!

Students use a pan balance like the one shown at left 
to compare items and tell which is heavier and which 
is lighter.

In the game Double Top Draw, players take turns drawing 
cards, naming the 10s and 1s, and telling how many dots 
in all are on their cards. They spin the Greater Than or Less 
Than Spinner to determine who wins each round.

My card has 1 ten and 6 ones. That’s 16! 
Sixteen is more than 13, so you get both cards this time.

Games like Double Top Draw help students recognize 
that teen numbers are composed of 1 ten and some 
more ones. Models such as the double 10-frame on 
the cards help students see the ten and ones structure 
of the numbers in our base ten number system. As 
they count collections of objects, students gain an 
understanding that 2-digit numbers are made of tens 
and ones. This is the first step in learning place value.
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Kindergarten Unit 7: Measurement & Teen Numbers
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PROBLEM COMMENTS

What do you see in this picture? What math story can you 
tell about what you see? 

I see 4 gray bunnies and 2 white bunnies.  
How many bunnies are there in all?

Students generate their own math stories and choose 
the strategy and tool they want to use to solve the 
problem. Through class discussions in which students 
share and explain their solutions and strategies, they 
come to understand that there are multiple correct 
ways to solve a problem and show their thinking.
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Frequently Asked Questions About Unit 7

Q: How can I support my student’s learning? 

A:  As the school year draws to a close, continue to look for ways to engage your student in problem solving, counting, and 
working with shapes. At this point, children might be able to count sets to 20 and beyond with much more confidence 
than earlier in the year. Invite your student to count stacks of cans or boxes in the grocery store, cars that pass on the 
street, mailboxes on your block, and other large collections of items in your environment.

To further support your student in learning mathematics, you can:
• Visit mathathome.mathlearningcenter.org and do some or all of the activities in Kindergarten: Set 7 together. 

These activities complement the learning taking place in the classroom during Unit 7 and provide fun ways to 
engage children in mathematical thinking. This set also includes digital versions of games that your student has 
learned at school, such as Capture the Number and Double Top Draw. 

• Invite your student to make comparisons about everyday objects at home and elsewhere. During this unit, 
students make comparisons, focusing on weight and height. For example, you might ask: “Can you find 
something longer than this spoon? Can you find something that is lighter than this apple? Can you line up these 
shoes from shortest to longest?”

• In Unit 7, students generate and solve problems about pictures in a storybook. Consider inviting your student 
to look at picture books and make up math stories about the illustrations that most interest them. Solve the 
problems together. Here are some suggested books to get you started:

 » The Dragon’s Scales by Sarah Albee, illustrated by John Manders
 » Who Sank the Boat? by Pamela Allen
 » One Hundred Is a Family by Pam Muñoz Ryan, illustrated by Benrei Huang
 » Anno’s Counting House by Mitsumasa Anno
 » 10 Gulab Jamuns: Counting with an Indian Sweet Treat by Sandhya Archarya, illustrated by Vanessa Alexandre
 » I Love Saturdays y domingos by Alma Flor Ada, illustrated by Elivia Savadier

http://mathathome.mathlearningcenter.org

